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TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION

CHAIR:

The Honorable Sharon Keller
Presiding Judge

Court of Criminal Appeals

EX OFFICI0 MEMBERS:
Honorable Sharon Keller
Honorable Nathan Hecht
Honorable John Whitmire

January, 10 2018

‘The Honorable Daryl Melton

Sabine County Judge
Via Email: daryl. melton@co.sabine.tx.us

Dear Judge Melton:

I am pleased to inform you that the Texas Indigent Defense Commission (TIDC)
has awarded Sabine County a formula grant in the amount of $12,351. The
Statement of Grant Award, FY18 Formula Grant is attached. No further
action is required on your part for these grant funds. The Resolution adopted by
the Commissioners Court submitted with the application is considered your
county’s acceptance of the grant terms.

Beginning this year formula grant awards less than $25,000 will be disbursed in a
single payment instead of quarterly payments. Please note that Sabine County’s
FY18 formula grant award will therefore be disbursed in a single payment in

February 2018.

Commission grant funds must be used to improve the county’s indigent de@se
system. Eligible uses include payment of attorney fees, defense investigator costs, .
expert witness costs, and other direct litigation costs incurred in providing defense
representation to indigent defendants or juvenile respondents. We also encourage™
the county to use this money to help fund indigent deﬁense“impmvements such as
a project or plan that would have remained unrealized absent this ftmdmg

The Commission works together with counties to promote innovation and
improvement in indigent defense systems statewide. On behalf of the Commission, .
I commend Sabine County for its efforts in these areas. If you have any questions
or need clarification about the Commission’s grant programs, please call Edwin
Colfax, Grant Program Manager, at (512) 463-2508.

Sincerely,
Sharon Keller ‘
Chair, Texas Indigent Defense Commission

Presiding Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals

Ce: malinda.bryan@co.sabine.tx.us

TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION
209 West 14' Street, Room 202 » Austin, Texas 78701 » www.tidc.texas.gov
Phone: 512.936.6994 « Fax: 512.463.5724

: | ‘ voL3-0\ pg 18

_



LTIDC

TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION
Statement of Grant Award

FY18 Formula Grant
Date Issued: January 10, 2018
Grant Number: , 212-18-202
Grantee Name: Sabine County
Program Title: Formula Grant Program
Grant Period: 10/01/2017-9/30/2018

Estimated TOTAL Grant Award Amount:  $12,351

The Texas Indigent Defense Commission (Commission) has awarded the above-referenced grant
for indigent defense services. Formula Grants are provided by the Commission to meet its
statutory mandates and to promote Texas counties’ compliance with standards adopted by the
Commission.

Grant Calculation
e The sum of $5,000 plus;
e A calculation applied to the funds budgeted for FY2017 formula grants by the Commission based.
o 50 percent on the County’s percent of state population; and
o 50 percent on the County’s percent of statewide FY2017 direct indigent defense expenditures
(as deﬁned in Title 1, Part 8, Texas Administrative Code Sec. 173.202(1)-(3)):
less discretionary funds provided by the Commission for expenditures defined in Title
1, Part 8, Texas Administrative Code Sec. 173.202(1)-(3)
less the reimbursed costs of operating a regional program
The baseline requirements contained in the Request for Applications do not apply to
counties with a 2000 Census population of less than 10,000 but do apply to all other
counties.
e The County shall not receive more in funds than what was actually spent by the county in the prior
year.

Standard Grant Conditions:

The authorized official for the grantee accepts the grant award.

The authorized official, financial officer, and program director, referred to below as grant officials,
agree to the terms of the grant as written in the FY 18 Formula Grant Program Request for Applications
issued in September 2017, including the rules and documents adopted by reference in the Commission
on Indigent Defense’s Grant Rules in Title 1, Part 8, Chapter 173, Texas Administrative Code.

e The grant officials understand that a violation of any term of the grant may result in the Commission
placmg a temporary hold on grant funds, permanently de-obligating all or part of the grant funds,
requiring reimbursement for funds already spent, or barring the organization from receiving future
grants.

Disbursement of funds is always subject to the availability of funds.
Any plan documents submitted to the Commission must continue to meet all grant eligibility
requirements.
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FY 2016 Annual Expenditure Report

Commission Mission and Duties

The Texas Indigent Defense Commission (Commission) provides financial and technical support to counties to
develop and maintain quality, cost-effective indigent defense systems that meet the needs of local communities
and the requirements of the Constitution and state law.

The Commission operates under the authority of a thirteen-member governing board and is administratively
attached to the Office of Court Administration (OCA). Texas Government Code 79.037 identifies some of the
Commission’s key duties:

Assist counties in improving indigent defense systems;

Promote compliance by counties with requirements of state law relating to indigent defense;
Distribute grants; and

Monitor each county that receives a grant and enforce compliance with the conditions of the grant.

Information on indigent defense programs and activities is detailed in the Commission’s FY 2016 Annual Report, pub-
lished separately and available on the website.

Historical State and County Indigent Defense Expenditures (in millions) by Fiscal Year

# Total Expenditures
B County Expenditures
W State Expenditures




